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IN THE STORM’S WAKE…(modified from the National Arbor Day Foundation) 
 
The storm on Friday June 12th, instantly changed parts of our community.  We’ve witnessed the 
removal of community landmarks and the aftermath is startling to view.  But we are a Tree City 
USA and that means we are managing our urban forest.  Storms are part of any ecosystem and 
our forest will recover.  The Natural Resources Department is issuing this press release, and will 
issue future releases, to help us recover from this storm and others that are sure to come.  We 
will be using information from the National Arbor Day Foundation as well as our own 
observations and experience.  
 
“Because trees are such a large part of a city’s visual landscape, damage to them from a severe 
storm can be a major shock to residents,” says John Rosenow, president of The National Arbor 
Day Foundation.  “Seeing a favorite tree down or badly damaged in the front yard can be a 
traumatic experience – almost like losing an old friend.”   
 

I agree with Rosenow that the character 
can immediately change in a storm like we 
had Friday night.  After driving through 
Lakeland the past week and meeting with 
numerous residents I have also concluded 
that like the trees, we are also a very 
resilient community.   
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The storm has passed and the cleanup is slowly happening.  So, what to do now?  First, I want to 
emphasize be safe.  In our haste to help others 
we sometimes forget that storms cause a host of 
safety concerns.  “Everyone should stay away 
from downed power lines and beware of broken 
tree limbs that may be ready to fall.  Never use 
pruning equipment near utility lines” says 
Rosenow.  Its important to look up.  I have seen 
limbs hanging in trees that could fall at any time 
and I’ve seen trees tangled in powerlines.  Never 
assume the line is dead.  Always assume it’s hot.  
Don’t try to do the heavy tree work yourself, 
especially if its aerial work.   
 
That leads up to point two, call a professional.  Tree work is very dangerous and technical.  As 
Rosenow says, professional tree companies “have the equipment and know-how to safely 
remove broken or downed limbs and to help save and repair trees.”  The City cannot give advice 

Do not touch trees that are in contact with powerlines. 
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for tree care on private property.  However, we do recommend you use an International Society 
of Arboriculture (ISA) Certified Arborist.  ISA State Director, Wes Hopper, says, “these are 

professionals who have passed a competency exam, maintain continuing 
education, and abide by an ethical standard.  If your tree is salvageable they 
will tell you.”  Rosenow cautions you to not be “pressured by people with 
chainsaws knocking on your door and offering to remove or repair your tree.  
Unfortunately, storms seem to produce such door-to-door callers, most of 
whom have no training and little interest in your trees beyond making a quick 
buck.”  Hopper welcomes phone calls on how to hire a professional or for 
general tree care advice (383-2266).  He cautions all to avoid arborists who 
offer to “top” your trees.  It is an unacceptable practice in the industry.   

 
That brings us to the final point, be patient.  You may have to wait to get a good tree company.  
They are a teeny bit busy right now.  Also, be patient with your trees.  You may have to wait to 
really know if the storm damage is going to mean they must be removed.  Rosenow says, “trees 
are amazingly resilient and many recover with proper care and time. Despite the urge to do 
something immediately, people should try to be patient.  As long as there isn’t an immediate 
physical risk from a damaged tree, my advice is simple: if you’re unsure about its condition, 
keep the tree for now.”  We agree with Rosenow on that point.  Be patient, and have the 
damaged tree checked by a Certified Arborist.   
 
Also, your patience is greatly needed right now on the debris pick up.  Please don’t block the 
road or fire hydrants.  We still need ambulances and fire trucks to be able to get through the 
neighborhoods.  Many of you will have brown grass where you pile the limbs.  It will grow back.  
A little patch of grass is not worth costing valuable response time for emergency personnel.  We 
also need you to try and not block storm inlets so we don’t get flooding. 
 
Finally, be patient with replanting.  We want you to replant but we want you to put the RIGHT 
TREE in the RIGHT PLACE.  Within the next few weeks we will issue other releases dealing in 
more specifics about tree repair and replanting especially which trees to NOT put back. 
 
In summary: 

*  Be Safe 
*  Be Patient 
*  Hire a Professional 

 
Following these simple guides for now will help us 
recover and keep Lakeland a Tree City USA.   
 

This big tree fell but opened a patch of sunlight 
where a new tree will grow.  


