
 
 
 

Tree of Interest 
American Chestnut 

Castanea dentata 
 

 
Form-What used to be a large tree with a massive trunk 
and broad, rounded crown now mainly limited to stump 

sprouts from dead trees. 
 
Description- 20’ tall (formerly 60-100’) and 4” dbh (formerly 2-4’ dbh).  Leaves are 5-9 inches long, 
narrowly oblong, each secondary vein ends in a curved tooth.  Yellow-green above with a paler green 
underside, and few hairs along mid-vein.  Turns yellow in fall.  Smooth bark on sprouts, older remnant 

trees have dark grey brownish bark with flat ridges.  Twigs 
are green, hairless and slender.  Fruit is 2-2 1/2” in diameter 
covered in spines.  Chestnuts are egg-shaped and shiny dark 
brown. 
 
Habitat- Mesic upland mixed forest stands.  
 
Pests and Disease Problems- 
The American Chestnut, which 
used to be unparalleled in 
numbers and in growth, has 
been effectively wiped out 
across its native span by 
Chestnut blight.  Chestnut 
blight is a pathogen which 
entered the country on imported 

Chinese Chestnut from the Orient.  Multiple diseases and forest pests 
originate from the orient and continue to find their way into America’s 
ports and warehouses.   
 
Notes- It was once said that American Chestnut trees were so abundant 
that a squirrel could hop from chestnut to chestnut all the way from 
northern Alabama to Connecticut without touching ground.  The use of 
genetic control through cross pollination of blight resistant American and 
Chinese Chestnut trees has begun to pay off.  A large amount of time and 
money has been invested into the reestablishment of the tree, and it is the hope and main goal of the 
American Chestnut Foundation to see this work through to fruition.     

Figure 1. Keith Kanoti, Maine Forest Service, 
Bugwood.org 

Figure 2. Three mature American Chestnut Trees 
in Southeastern Pennsylvania near Brandywine 

Figure 3. Early 20th century, 
huge old growth relics like this 
once dominated the landscape. 
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